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lowing explanation is given : It appears that 10 out of the 24 deaths 
for that month were due to exceptional causes. For example, No. 8 
was au infant from an outside village ; No. 10 was brought in from 
Wisconsin; No. 16, a consumptive patient in the county poorhouse, 
was brought in from another township ; No. 18, a hospital patient, 
was brought in from outside the county ; No. 26, a person of advanced 
years, had lately removed there from another township ; Nos. 27 and 
28 were accidental deaths. 

The Journal of the Royal Statistical Society for March, 1897, con- 
tains an article of acute statistical analysis on Local Death Rates in 
England and Wales, 1881 to 1890, by Thomas A. Welton. The au- 
thor attempts to establish as a fact that between the ages 5-45, and 
particularly between the ages 15-35, such an impression is made upon 
death rates by migration and by casual events that for the purpose of 
measuring the strength of the force operating for and against life 
the facts for those ages should be left out of account, and attention 
should be concentrated on statistics as to ages 0-5 and 45 upwards. 
In support of this it is found, for example, that while the mortality 
rate for the female sex in London during the age 0-5 is 113.5 per 
cent of the national rate the proportion falls by steps to 78.1 per 
cent at age 15-25, and rises afterwards to 108.3 per cent at age 45- 
55. In Birmingham there is a similar progressive fall and rise. In 
country statistics there is a rise in mortality from after 0-5 to 15-25, 
followed by a fall after age 25-35, though it rises somewhat after 55. 
The existence of asylums, hospitals, infirmaries, etc., tends to raise 
the death rate abnormally in certain cities. At Canterbury out of 
a total of 3700 deaths 592 were in the Kent and Canterbury Hos- 
pital, and at Maidstone 1646 out of 9427 were in a general hospital 
and lunatic asylum. 



PHYSICAL AND MENTAL CONDITION OP SCHOOL CHILDREN 

IN LONDON. 



Report on the scientific study of the mental and physical condition 
of childhood. With particular reference to children of defective con- 
stitution; and with recommendation as to education and training. 
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London : Published by the Committee, Parker Museum, Margaret 
Street, W., 1895. Pp. 117. 

This report was the work of a committee composed of representa- 
tives from the British Medical Association, British Association, 
Charity Organization Society, Royal Statistical Society, Sanitary 
Institute, and Foreign Representatives. "The object of the com- 
mittee in undertaking this investigation was to furnish a reliable 
statement of existing conditions found among the pupils attending 
public elementary and other schools, and thus to establish a scientific 
basis for the study of the requirements of child-life, providing also 
information for the guidance of the state, educational authorities, and 
philanthropic bodies." ' The report embodies the results obtained 
from two separate examinations, one upon 50,000 children seen in 
1888-91, and one upon 50,000 seen in 1892-94. 

The children examined were of all social classes and conditions, 
from the London Board Schools to the Certified Industrial Schools, 
containing children sent by the magistrate as having some connection 
with crime, either through their own acts or those of their parents or 
others. In general, all of the children examined would be classed 
under non-defective classes in so far as their defects were not promi- 
nent enough to cause their separation from normal children into the 
institution provided for defectives. 

Out of the 100,000 children examined in the two surveys, 18,127 
presented some defect, serious enough to attract attention upon a cur- 
sory examination, or were mentally dull. But two children were 
sufficiently defective to be certified as idiots, and 51 could be classified 
as mentally imbecile ; thus there were out of the 100,000 but 53 
children who could under the law be transferred to special asylums. 

The defective conditions were grouped into four main classes. A. 
Defects in Development of the body and its parts, — in size, form, or 
proportioning of parts ; B. Abnormal Nerve-signs,' — certain abnormal 
actions, movements, and balances ; C. -Low Nutrition, as indicated 
by the child being thin, pale, or delicate ; D. Mental Dullness. The 
teacher's report as to mental ability was added to the record of each 
child registered, and those stated to be below the average in ability 
for school work were registered as " Dull." Many of the children 
came under more than one of the classes, and cases were found where 
the child came under all four. Under class A came 9777 children ; 
under class B, 10,355 ; class C, 3522 ; class D, 7391. 
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The records obtained are arranged in thirty carefully prepared 
tables, which show the analysis, grouping, co-relation, and distribu- 
tion of condition, of the statistics. With the exception of the table 
relating to co-relation, the methods used are mainly to obtain differ- 
ent statistical points of view. The table showing co-relation of 
defects supply evidence as to the real significance of the defects and 
their causation. The report says, " Inasmuch as it has been shown 
by the comparison of groups of schools that the co-relation of the 
main classes of defects varies as to degree, with the character of the 
environment, it is advisable to determine the percentage of co-relation 
of defects upon similar groups of cases under different environment. 
To some extent this has been done by giving the co-relation of the 
main classes of defects, and individual defects, as seen in children in 
day schools and in residential schools. The difference in the numer- 
ical value of these co-relations under different environment are in 
some degree a measure of their defect." 

The bearing of this inquiry on the education and care of children 
is, of course, most vital. It is by such censuses that we arrive 
at answers to important questions, such as, " What proportion of 
the population of children require special educational provision ? " 
" What are the effects of higher education, technical education, town 
life, crowded living, deficient light, cottage residence, drainage, and 
water supply ? " Causation and cure can best be studied in the light 
of similar investigation and thus the defection made normal. 

As a result of the investigation two chapters of recommendations 

and suggestions are offered. 

Harry D. Hunt. 



PHYSICAL AND MENTAL CONDITION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN 
IN SWITZERLAND. 



Resultats du denombrement des enfants faibles d 'esprit en age de 
frequenter I'ecole, y compris cenx qui sont atteints d'infirmites 
physiques ou qui sont negliges et moralement abandonnes, enquete qui 
a eu lieu en Suisse au mois de mars, 1897. Part I. Berne, 1897. 
Pp. xxx, 91. 

Educational societies in Switzerland have for some time been 
interested in securing a thorough investigation in regard to the num- 



